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 As we celebrate All Saints day we celebrate all those who 
throughout history shared the Gospel of Christ through word and 
deed, often against great odds.  The mission of the majority of the 
Saints we celebrate was not carried out within the confines of 
Church buildings or great Cathedrals. Rather their ministry of 
sharing the Love and Compassion of Christ was taken outside of 
the walls of the buildings into unfamiliar and unknown parts of 
the world. This was often done at great personal risk to the 
individual as they encountered various forms of adversity and 
many unforeseen challenges. Yet despite these they persevered 
onward and as a result transformed the world bit by bit, 
generation by generation. 
 
Are Saints only those though who bear the Official title of Saint as 
bestowed upon them by the Church? No! A saint can be anyone 
who through their commitment and loving service to God through 
Jesus Christ has transformed our world into a more peaceful, just 
and healthier place. Indeed, as Paul reminds us in Ephesians 4:11-
13 as Disciples of Christ we are all saints, equipped for the work of 
ministry and the building up the body of Christ. And over time 
there have been many who have had a tremendous impact on our 
communities or in our personal lives. These were not necessarily 
people of great affluence, but ones who were positive influences.  
These we not necessarily people who held great status or 
community prestige, but ones who were committed and made 
personal sacrifice. It is their stories that inspire us to be more fully 
active in sharing the compassion and love of Christ in our World 
and generation.  
 
Who are those Saints in your life? Maybe it was a hockey or 
baseball coach? Maybe it was a teacher who believed in your gifts 

when no one else did, not even yourself? Maybe it was a Girl 
Guide leader or dance instructor? Maybe it is your car mechanic or 
local politician? Maybe it is your hairdresser/barber or the local 
pharmacist? As we celebrate All Saints this year, instead of 
lighting a candle in remembrance of one who inspired and 
transformed our lives we could offer an intentional Act of 
Random Kindness to a neighbour, group or charitable 
organization in their name. To the living Saints we experience, we 
could present them with a candle and say thank you for being a 
light of hope in our lives or in the community in which we live.   
 
Alternative Collect for All Saints’ Day 
God of all people, from every tribe and language; you called true 
witnesses who sang your praise, lived your grace and worked for 
peace. May we share their faith and live by their example, so that 
we might be a blessing to the hunger of your world; through Jesus 
Christ, whose body we are. Amen [Prayers for an Inclusive Church 
(2009)] 
 

A Prayer Meditation for All Saints’ Day 
(Adapted from Safiyah Fosua’s Meditation prayer for All Saints) 

 
We give you thanks, O God, for all the saints who ever worshiped 
you, whether in brush arbors or cathedrals, weathered wooden 
churches or crumbling cement meeting houses where your name 
was lifted and adored. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for hands lifted in praise: 
Manicured hands and hands stained with grease or soil, strong 
hands and those gnarled with age, holy hands used as wave 
offerings across the lands. 
 
We thank you, God, for hardworking saints; 
Whether hard-hatted or steel-booted, head ragged or aproned, 
blue-collared or three-piece-suited they left and leave their mark 
on the world for you, for us, for our children to come. 
 
Thank you, God, for the tremendous sacrifices made by those who 
have gone before us. Bless your saints, O God. May we learn how 
to walk wisely from their examples of faith, dedication, worship, 
and love, transforming the world more and more into the 
promised land you intended and desire for us.  Amen 


